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Article sur «ATLAS DU LIBAN» publié dans La Revue «Urbanisme»

/ Atlas du Liban

Les nouveaux défis

Dans cet atlay doté de trés belles
carten ot images, trals parties [3,
5 ol &) sont consacrines & la ville,
On y apprend gue I'urbanisation
¢ poursuit au Liban, qu'elle

palestinians installés depuls 1948, Les plus atsés denire
#ux winstallent & Beyrouth o beaucoup de migrants
dizsposent de liens famillaux ou de travail, Dans la Bekas
centrale (plaine intbrisure], le nombre de rifuglés dépasse

concerne également la montagne,
£l quie des processus de geniri-
fication tosuchent des quartiers
périphériques de la caplale
(Furn el Hayek), se traduisant
par la destruction diimmeubles
de la premigre moitié du K0 sidcle au profit de tours
résidentiefles lermies of sécurisbes. Les thimatiques de
leneraie, du changement climatique. des risques ot de
lénerzie sont dgalement traithes avec partinence.

On note deux remarquables chapitres [premiiére partic)
sur la question des réluglés. Lo chilire officiel s'éléve
4 1.2 mitlion [depuls 2013). ce qui représente un tiers
de la population totale. auquel vajoutent les réluglés

celui des résidents. En 3004, 0% des rélugiés vivalent
dans des appartements ou des maisons of 40'% dans des
campements ou des chantiers, garages.. Uinstallation de
ces personnes souvent peu qualifibes se fait dans une
grande précarité, en dépit de l'aide internationale qui
transite le plus souvent par des QMG et des municipalités
On relévera également |'idée prisentée dans la conclusion
qui - apris qu'il ait é1é rappelé que toul atlas représente
un symbole de souveralneté - indique que, face d un Eta
quast absent, il revient d la sociik civile ot aux acteurs
économigues et palitiques d'engager une réflewion visant 4
renforcer kes institutions locales pour laire face aux dilis
cantemporalng @l assurer lo développement de services
uripaing./ Cynthia Ghorra-Gobln [CHNRS-CREDA)
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CNRS Grant Research Program Submission 2017

Institution ;llllal;';?tft:gojects
AUB 78
uL 92
USEK 27
BAU 13
LAU 11
LIU 10
usJ 10
Balamand 7
CNRS 5
NDU 3
Antonine 3
AUST 4
Other* 9

11U, 10, 4%

LAU, 11, 4%

BAU, 13,5%

CNRS Grant Research Program 2017
Submitted Projects- Distribution by Institutions ( 272 Projects, 28/5/17)
Antonine, 3, 1%

NDU, 3,1%
CNRS, 5, 2%

Other*, 9, 3%

AUST, 4,1%

Balamand, 7, 2%

UsJ, 10, 4%

USEK, 27, 10%

Other*: American University of Culture & Education; Beirut Research and Innovation Center ; Arab Open University ; Central Military Hospital in Lebanon; Hopital
Psychiatrique de la Croix- Bkennaya; Islamic University In Lebanon; Jinan University; Lebanese German University; Modern University for Business & Science

. Nbre of Projects
UG submitted
Agriculture and food 18
Bas[c sciences and 102
engineering
Environment and

33
Natural resources
Medical Sciences 91

Cultural Heritage 5
Sociology and Ethics 4
Arabic Language &

History 5
Business, Economics, 15
& Finance

Medical Sciences, 91, 33%

CNRS Grant Research Program 2017
Submitted Projects- Distribution by Thematic ( 28/5/17)

Business, Economics, &
Finance, 15, 6%

Arabic Language & History, 4, 1%

Sociology and Ethics, 4, 1% Agriculture and food, 18, 7%

Cultural Heritage, 5, 2% P
Basic sciences and

engineering, 102, 38%

Environment and Natural
resources, 33, 12%

* The call is still open for 3 universities: NDU, Balamand, USJ]

A new opportunity to fund mobility project with CNR-Italy

The present call is addressed for researchers looking
for an opportunity to fund mobility projects with the
National Council for Research in Italy.

Topics addressed in the Call: Marine Sciences
and Biodiversity; Management of Natural Resources;
Renewable Energy; Food Security; Archeology; Water

Partner: CNR laboratory available on the following
link http://www.cnr.it/istituti/Istituti_eng.html. It is
possible to include Italian researchers that do not
work at the CNR but are affiliated to the CNR; Kindly
ask your partner in Italy to contact the CNR for
additional information in this regard.

Duration/Fund: 2 Years; 20.000. Euros (10.000
Euros for each partner)

Important Dates: Starting date: May 5, 2017 End
Date: June 30, 2017 (13:00 local time in Lebanon);
December 2017: Announcement of results, January
2018: Launch of accepted joint research projects

(Duration: 2 Years, January 2018 - December 2019)

Submission: Project to be sent to the CNRS-L by
email (jrp@cnrs.edu.lb) and to the CNR in Italy
via their online portal. Application form available
on http://www.cnrs.edu.lb/english/call-of-interest/
calls-for-proposals-by-cnrs

Contact Points:

Dr. Elise Noujeim (enjeim@cnrs.edu.lb); Ms. Tracy
Hindi (tracy.hindi@cnrs.edu.lb)
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ACNRS

“"Activation of
Mechanisms to Sustain
Rural Territories and
Communities in
Lebanon”

S

The National Council for Scientific Research
(CNRS-L) is glad to launch its new website, which,
aside from being aesthetically pleasing, is more agile,
interactive, and is easier to scan, read and navigate
to find all needed information such as: Newsletter,
Doctoral Fellowship Program, Grant Research
Program, Excellence Awards... and other programs
that are concerned by the CNRS-L. In addition,
information regarding international relations
with the European Union and United Nations

organizations are also published on the website.
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Impact Factor
Lebanese Science Journal: Continued improvement over the past five years

The impact factor of scientific journals provides a
quantitative and qualitative tool for evaluating and
characterizing academic excellence using a well-defined
set of criteria. The Institute for Information Resources in MR
Australia is now indexing thousands of journals globally . o ot

and produces a global impact factor (GIF) for these i

journals annually. The Lebanese Science Journal (LSJ) ;

has been indexed by this institution since 2012. The 2016 ;

report indicated that the GIF for the LSJ for 2016 is 1.354. ' wm - i

The figure to the right shows the LSJ GIF values from Yeor

2012 until 2016. It is evident that L.SJ is making a steady Chart 1: The GIF values for the LS over the past five years
and continuous improvement over the past five years.

GIF value
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Journées O-LIFE a Toulouse
Créer la masse critique en
recherche

Les 18, 19 Avril 2017 1’Observatoire Libano-
Frangais de I’Environnement O-LiFE a réuni a
Toulouse au Cesbio, des représentants Frangais
et libanais des institutions clés impliquées dans la
collaboration Franco Libanaise sur les questions
d’environnement. Ces journées ont permis (le 18)
de discuter les variables clés de 1’environnement
pouvant étre partagé entre les observatoires du
Liban, France et Tunisie et le lendemain (le 19)
de brosser un tableau illustrant la richesse de

la collaboration scientifique entre France
et Liban dans de trés nombreux champs,
et les contours des futures collaborations.

Les exposés de la journée ont permis de dresser un
panorama, non exhaustif, de la diversité¢ et de la
qualité des résultats issus de cette collaboration. Les
3 tables rondes qui ont suivi ont permis de faire le
point sur les thématiques essentielles qui doivent
constituer 1’ossature de la collaboration franco-
libanaise dans les sciences de I’environnement, ainsi
que I’inventaire des forces et outils a disposition de
la collaboration et le positionnement de I’initiative
O-LiFE dans ce dispositif.

Les acteurs libanais rappellent combien
la collaboration entre France et Liban est
déterminante pour créer la masse critique en
recherche pour répondre aux enjeux scientifiques
des grands défis sociétaux, notamment dans le
domaine de I’environnement.

Ces ¢léments de réflexion seront partagés avec
JP Moati, Président de I’IRD a 1’occasion de
sa visite au Liban au cours de laquelle O-LiFE
réunira les partenaires universitaires libanais pour
partager les conclusions des journées de Toulouse
et confirmer les orientations stratégiques pour la
période 2018- 2022.

La recherche au Liban, son
pilotage et son éthique

Sous le haut patronage du président de la République
Libanaise Le Général Michel Aoun, 1’Université
Antonine a organisé le mercredi 26 avril une journée
d’étude “La recherche au Liban, son pilotage et son
éthique” en partenariat avec “Le Conseil National de
la Recherche scientifique”, L’ Agence Universitaire de
la Francophonie” et “L’ Association des Universités au
Liban.
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Dans un monde sans cesse soumis a de nouveaux
défis, nous ne pouvons que croire profondément en
I’essentialité de la Recherche Scientifique, la recherche
qui repousse constamment les frontiers des savoirs.

Herve Sabourin - Directeur du bureau Moyen-Orient de L'AUF

Il s’agit plus particuliérement pour les universités du
Liban d’échanger entre elles, en faisant état de leurs
pratiques a ce titre, notamment, de I’articulation entre
les instances qui gouvernent la recherche en leur sein
et celles qui régentent I’implémentation des normes
éthiques, et ce, en vue de tisser une réflexion commune
sur les perspectives de développement de ces pratiques.
Pére Germanos Germanos - Recteur de I'Université Antonine
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Les Palmes Académiques
au Doyen Hassan Zeineddine

Mme Aulagnon remettant les insignes des Palmes académiques a M. Zeineddine.

L’ancien doyen de la faculté des sciences de
I’Université Libanaise (UL) Hassan Zeineddine a été
nommé au grade de chevalier dans I’ ordre des Palmes
Académiques Francaises en reconnaissance de son
parcours académique et sa carriere scientifique. Dans
son discours, Monsieur Zeineddine a evoqué les
grandes étapes de sa carriere au Liban et en France,
et les projets de coopération qu’il a entamés entre
I’université Libanaise et les universités Francaises.
Zeineddine a remercié le gouvernement frangais
pour cette distinction, et les députés, les ministres,
les collegues, et la famille pour leur soutien et leur
participation a la cérémonie de la remise du grade qui
a eu lieu le 28 février a I’institut frangais du Liban.
A son tour, la conseillere de coopération et
d’action culturelle a I’ambassade de France au
Liban Véronique Aulagnon a souligné les raisons
pour lesquelles la république francaise a choisi
d’honorer le doyen Zeineddine comme un grand
scientifique, un grand universitaire, un grand
libanais et un grand ami de la France
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Earthquakes), Solar Energy Applications and
Marine Research in Lebanon. Participants and
stakeholders noted the high quality research in
the highlighted projects and programmes, their
research and application, and noted important
opportunities for collaborations through both bi-
lateral and bi-regional (EU-MED) Programmes
(ERANETMED Calls and PRIMA).

One of the main research program in the
National Center for Remote Sensing is the Early
Warning System known as the “Sustainable
Natural Resources Management Platform
and Early Warning System (SuNaR)”. This
system Strengthens the capacities to monitor and
forecast hazards for Disaster Risk Reduction,
and properly assists both emergency operations
while implementing proper prevention and
preparedness actions with the usage of
high quality information produced and
properly conveyed to decision makers and
stakeholders. (G. Faour, Director; CNRS-L
Remote Sensing Centre)

The innovative and state of the art research,
projects and studies presented highlight key
areas for enhancing EU-MED Collaborations.
With most projects initiated and supported by
networks and collaborations both bi-regional (with
the EU) and international; the projects strongly
support enhanced collaborations within renewed
partnerships across the Mediterranean.

In parallel, an Awareness Raising Session aimed
at increasing national and regional awareness of

on-going efforts and activities to foster Euro-
Mediterranean cooperation.

In particular, the awareness meeting presented
the main frame of:

1. Opportunities for National Funding of
Research (Grant Research Programme &
Scholarship Programme; CNRS, CNR, and
AUF)

2. Opportunities of EU-MED Bi-regional
Cooperation (H2020, ERANETMED, &
PRIMA)

Recently, a new joint programme was established
for Grant Research Funding with 4 universities
in Lebanon, allowing for joint identification of
priorities (2017-2018) and joint funding between
universities and the CNRS-L.

In parallel, and as a National Contact Point
Coordinator of the H2020 Programme, the
CNRS-L regularly holds information sessions
on premises and joins university hosted research
sessions.

For additional information on the Search
Facilities of H2020, Partner Search, and the
Participant Portal as the Entry Point for all
H2020 Programmes and Calls

Participants highlighted the opportunities for
research and collaborations presented. Stressing
the need for increased collaboration and
innovation through the presented programmes
for dealing with common challenges and
exchanging expertise and knowledge; while
also noting the various actions covered from:
collaborative research, mobility, & innovation.

Rula Atwe, Ghaleb Faour (CNRS - L), Claudio Bogliohi (CIHEAM - Bari).
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PRIMA Operational Objectives:

PILLAR 1

Yy
St le manag 1t

Grouped in 3 Pillars

PILLAR 2

of water for arid and
semi-arid Med areas

PRIMA OBJECTIVES

2. To test and stimulate
adoption of context tailored
water-saving  solutions, in
particular in agriculture

7. To improve land and water
sustainability in arid and
semi-arid watersheds

8. To elaborate and stimulate
adoption of new policies and
protocols for the governance
of water management systems

le farming sy
under Med environmental
constraints

PRIMA OBJECTIVES

1. To develop smart and
sustainable farming systems
to maintain natural resources
and to increase production
efficiency

5. To design and promote the
adoption of novel
approaches to reduce the
impact of pests and
pathogens in farming

PILLAR 3

Mediterranean food value
chain for regional and local
development

PRIMA OBJECTIVES

3. To innovate in the
Mediterranean  food  products
based on Mediterranean diet
heritage and to enhance the links
between nutrition and health

4. To find context-adapted
solutions to increase food and
water chain efficiency, and reduce
losses and wastes

6. To conceive and implement
innovative, quality oriented models
in agro-business as potential
sources of new jobs and economic

We have actively worked together
for over 10 years now; and through
new opportunities, programmes
and projects will continue to
refine our collaboration based on
new challenges, more resources
(human and financial), new
priorities and new possibilities.
The PRIMA initiative and 4PRIMA
Project are thus a natural
continuation towards building on
our bi-regional collaborations.
(M. Hamzé, Secretary General,

growth

CNRS-L; Opening Session)

MEDSPRING Science Café and Awareness
Raising Event

The objectives of the MEDSPRING Project -
Mediterranean Science, Policy, Research and
Innovation Gateway- place the focus on contributing
to the quality of the Euro-Mediterranean research
are, with a particular focus on the bi-regional
Euro-Mediterranean S&T cooperation, research
& innovation, policy dialogue and cooperation
monitoring by creating institutional dialogues and
coordination platform of governmental institutions,
research organization, and associations.

The Science Café part the programme,
aimed at presenting the state of the art and
research in Early Warning Systems (Flood and

MEDSPRING is a platform for
communication, visibility and linking with
stakeholders and civil society; focusing on

the main project initiatives of:

The MEDSPRING Agora: a permanent
dialogue platform utilizing social media for
strengthening and structuring the participation
of civil society (www.agora.medspring.eu)

* EMEG (Euro-Mediterranean Expert Group):
a thematic think-tank of more than 45 experts
(NEXUS)

* Supporting Long-Term Cooperation: linking
and synergizing with other Euro-Mediterranean
initiatives (ERANETS, Article185, JPIs)

Inter-Institutional, Stakeholders & Policy
Level Dialogue: supporting exchange and
dialogue on research cooperation across
various actors, including EU regions.
Capacity Building & Brokerage: training
for trainers, demand-based capacity
building and interactive brokerage events
on innovation and H2020
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Multi-Project Event hosted by CNRS-L (Feb. 15-17, 2017)
ERANETMED, 4PRIMA and MEDSPRING Projects

Within the framework of EU running projects
for enhancing Euro-Mediterranean Cooperation;
a Multi-Project Event was held at the CNRS-L;
starting with the ERANETMED 3" Call Meeting
on the 15" of February, 2017, followed by the
4PRIMA Stakeholder Event, on the 16th, and
finally, the MEDSPRING Science Café¢ and
Awareness Raising Event, held on the 17" of
February, 2017.

=RANETHED

ERANETMED 3" Call Meeting

During the meeting, project partners as well as
funding agencies confirmed a strong interest and
support for a 3™ Call. Discussions followed on
different thematics, timeframe, provisions, and
procedural considerations for the Call.

The First and Second ERANETMED Joint Calls
have succeeded in having a strong sense of co-
ownership, shared interest, and mutual benefit,
for addressing common challenges, harvesting
common opportunities, and enhancing bi-
regional collaborations. (M. Hamzé, Secretary
General, CNRS-L; Opening Session)

The importance of the ERANETMED call, was
their ability to mobilize both researchers and
funds from both sides of the Mediterranean,
encouraging research communities to collaborate
in active and bi-regional consortiums. (C.
Lacirignola, Secretary General, CIHEAM;
Opening Session)

Building the 3™ Call, it would be essential
to take into consideration both the favorable
outcomes and the lessons learned from previous
calls. Thematic considerations will develop
on strengthening international cooperation on

research and innovation in the Mediterranean
and enhancing Euro-Mediterranean research
networks tackling the challenge of water in rural
and remote areas in coastal zones and inlands.

The Pre-announcement of the Call is anticipated
in April 2017.

OR/MA

4PRIMA Stakeholder Event- Alignment
of Research Programmes

PRIMA is the most ambitious programme
that will be undertaken by both sides of the
Mediterranean for joint programming and
integration at scientific, management, and
financial levels for a period of ten years.

The Mediterranean Area is united by both
common challenges and common opportunities
for the sustainable production and provision of
adequate quality and quantity of food and water for
enhancing soci-economic conditions, wellbeing
and health of its people within a reinforced EU-
MED Cooperation. (M. Uccellatore, MIUR)

PRIMASs’ specific objectives stress on enhancing
and advancing knowledge and unlocking its
innovation potential for food security/quality
and water availability through

(1) the formulation of a stable and long-term
common strategic agenda,

(2) the orientation of national R&I Programme,
(3) structural involvement of R&I,

(4) and strengthening R&I funding and
implementation capabilities.
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