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Speech of Prof. Mouïn Hamzé 
Secretary General of the CNRS-L 

H2020 Information Session 
CNRS-L; Beirut, Lebanon (February 15, 2018) 

 
Ambassador Christina Lassen; Head of EU Delegation to Lebanon 
Dr. Maria Cristina Russo, Director of International Cooperation, Directorate 
General for Research & Innovation; European Commission 
Researchers, Participants, & Colleagues;  
 
Allow me to first welcome you to this Horizon 2020 information session & training 
for EU-MED Collaborative Research; sincerely delighted by the number of 
participants who expressed an interest in this important event; at a time when Lebanon 
- in particular - and the collaboration with South Med Countries - in general - is 
undergoing fundamental and important changes for enhancing the long standing EU-
MED Collaboration: a collaboration of over 18 years now.  
 
Over the years, the National Council for Scientific Research (CNRS-L) - as the 
national contact point coordinator - has been happy to witness an increase of active 
participation and interest of Lebanese Universities and Research Institutions in EU 
programmes & opportunities, as evident by your participation today.  
 
This event, organized by the European Commission in collaboration with the CNRS-L 
aims to highlight new opportunities of the Horizon 2020 Framework Programme for 
2018-2020; with vital information on how to identify relevant calls and partners and 
submit proposals within the priorities of the EU Calls.  
 
In parallel, and through new programmes, we continue to refine our cooperation based 
on new challenges, more resources (human and financial), new priorities and new 
possibilities. Noting also that this event comes at an opportune time for introducing 
one such novel opportunity: The PRIMA Programme.  
 
Working for over 6 years now – since the Barcelona Euro-Med Conference on 
Research and Innovation in 2012; what started as an ambitious idea and initiative for 
enhancing collaboration along the principles of co-ownership, mutual interest, shared 
benefits and co-funding; has become a reality today.  
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The PRIMA initiative being a natural continuation and enhancement of a long 
standing bi-regional collaboration for research and innovation; I am delighted to 
confirm today, that just last week – at the last meeting of the Council of  Ministers, the 
International Agreement for the participation of Lebanon to the PRIMA Programme – 
has been approved for signature. Recognizing the role of the European Commission 
and Delegation in Lebanon, and The Lebanese Ministry of Foreign Affairs and 
Ministry of Education and Higher Education; who have supported the unrelenting 
CNRS-L endeavors to bring about this favorable conclusion; allowing Lebanese 
Researchers and Institutions to participate, benefit and support the PRIMA Calls 
that have been launched a few days ago (Feb. 8, 2018).  
 
Distinguished Researchers and Programme Managers, 
 
PRIMA is a partnership of equal footing and shared benefits among 19 Participating 
Countries from across both sides of the Mediterranean; with a financial commitment 
of 220 Million Euros as contribution from the EU and a parallel financial commitment 
of 274 Million Euros from Participating States; a total financial envelop of 494 
Million Euros (ensuring continuity over 10 years) will support Bi-Regional Calls and 
Research in Food & Water; cross cutting across multi-disciplinary thematics, 
including: Water Management, Farming Systems, and Agro-Food Value Chains.   
 
In Lebanon, our financial commitment to the PRIMA Programme is ensured by the 
CNRS-L for up to 5 Million Euros; cost shared with relevant universities and research 
institutions.   
 
(Benefitting of this event today, further details will be provided in a dedicated 
session for PRIMA, later in the programme).  
 
Our ambition for this EU-MED Collaboration is that it continues to grow; especially 
in a time that our regions continue to face escalating challenges related to natural 
resources, human capacity building, migration, and climate change. Our hope is that 
H2020 opportunities for the south Mediterranean will continue to expand in 
parallel to PRIMA; strongly believing that science is the main engine for building a 
knowledge economy, scientific research is the cornerstone of innovation and 
development in our societies and that science diplomacy for sustainable development 
and wellbeing ensures a community free of violence, extremism and discrimination.  
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In conclusion, allow me to thank the European Commission and the European 
Delegation for all their assistance in organizing this event in Lebanon and for their 
continued support of the CNRS-L.  
 
Ambassador Lassen,  
Director Russo,  
 
Your presence among us here today is a testimony to the value we both place on this 
fruitful collaboration and on the process of building and enhancing this partnership.  
 
I also take the chance to recognize the efforts of Ms. Virginie Cossoul (Trade and 
Economic Attaché; EU Delegation), Ms. Virginia Belsanti (Who joins us from 
CIHEAM and our trainer for today’s event); and Ms. Rula Atweh (CNRS-L 
Programme Officer/International Collaboration); who have worked to ensure the 
success of our event today.  
 
I wish us all an active and successful information session.  
Thank you.  
 
  


