INTRODUCTION (Edition 2014)

An update of the status of Lebanese flora has become indispensable. In fact, since the laborious field
trips of Mouterde between 1931 and 1964, and his valuable research work, no other publication has
been undertaken on such a large scale as his Nouvelle flore du Liban et de la Syrie (which appeared
on sale successively in 1966, 1970 and 1983). The author described 2606 species from Lebanon.
Several Lebanese botanical researchers prepared later theses of high scientific value, while others
photographed beautiful wild flowers in their natural environment, but since 1964 nobody has revised
the general status of Lebanese flora, and especially after the Lebanese wars between 1975 and 1992,

Since 2001, we have published 5 notes on Lebanese flora. In those notes, we give lists and brief de-
scriptions of 49 wild plants not previously observed in Lebanon. Some have escaped from cultiva-
tion; others are found in Syria or reported in neighboring countries. Yet others, which had been de-
clared as extinct, have been found again in Lebanon.

The total number of plants described in this book is 2597. Over the past twelve years, we personally
have collected and identified 2479 species, sub-species and varieties of Lebanese wild plants, which
we have photographed. We still need to find 118 species (Poaceae, Caryophyllaceae, Brassicaceae,
Fabaceae, Asteraceae... ). Photographs of several plants were taken 40 years ago and those plants
have not been observed since that time in Lebanon: are they now extinct? We have scanned the pho-
tographs and reproduce them here.

The extinction of some plants is due to the destruction of their habitat. Forest fires, excessive tree
cutting, the draining of marshland, rivers or land, the transformation of agricultural land on the coast
into land for housing, and, since 1993, excessive urban development, together with tourist develop-
ment all along the coast, have altered the very nature of the land. Sports centres in the high moun-
tains and uncontrolled grazing are other factors that have contributed, according to recent research,
to the loss of 93 species of wild plants, of which 13 were endemic. As an example of a plant that has
recently become extinct, we mention the Retama raetam, whose bushes used to brighten up the
coastal sands of south Beirut and which has not been seen since 1986. The total number of Lebanese
plants (trees, ferns included) is, according to our calculations, 2597 species, 757 genera, and 124
families. Each family is succinctly described. Families with a large number of species are divided
into small groups to facilitate their identification.
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