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Signature d’un accord cadre CNRS-L et CNRS-F

Le CNRS-F et le CNRS-L ont signé un accord bilatéral
de collaboration scientifique et d’échange en date du
27 Janvier 2015, au siege du CNRS Paris.

Une délégation libanaise formée par le Prof. Mouin
Hamzé (Secrétaire général, CNRS-L) , Alexandre
Sursock (Directeur du Centre de recherches
géophysiques, CNRS-L), Carla Khater (Coordinatrice
de I'Observatoire O-LiFE, CNRS — L), Ghadi Khoury
(Chargé d’affaires 4 'Ambassade du Liban i Paris),
Naim Oueini, (Directeur, Université Saint-Esprit de
Kaslik - USEK) a été recue par M. Philippe Baptiste,
Directeur Général Délégué a la Science du CNRS
frangais, accompagné des coordinateurs d’actions

de coopération au CNRS-F, Hughe de Thé, LIA « ATL
» , Nicolas Arnaud, LIA « O-LiFE » , Ziad El Bitar,
PICS « radiothérapie », et des représentants des
instituts Fabrice Vallée (Directeur, INP), Subbarao
Bassava (Responsable international, INP), Frank
Pattus (Directeur adjoint scientifique, INSB), Sinnou
David (Directeur adjoint scientifique, INSMI),
Nicolas Arnaud (Directeur adjoint scientifique,
INSU), Olga Allard (Responsable international/
Europe, INSIS), Edouard Michel (Chargé des relations
européennes/internationales, INEE), Smaragda
Spyrou (Responsable international / Europe, IN2P3),
Véronique Chagué (Responsable coopération
internationale, MISTRALS, INSU), et la Direction
Europe de la recherche et coopération internationale
(DERCI), Patrick Nedellec (Directeur Europe de la
recherche et coopération internationale), Arnaud
Lalo (Adjoint au directeur de la DERCI - Afrique
Moyen-Orient) et Mariama Boumghar (Chargée de
programmes - Afrique Moyen-Orient-DERCI).

Les 2 Laboratoires Internationaux associés (LIA) et 1
Projet entre la France et le Liban ont été présentés par
leurs coordinateurs respectifs

M. Hugues de Thé, “Biological basis of targeted
therapy of adult T cell leukemia (ATL)/lymphoma by

Hamzé, Baptiste

the combination of arsenic trioxide and interferon
alpha”, CNRS (F) / Inserm /Paris 7

Mme Carla Khater, “Observatoire libano-francgaise de
I'environnement (O-LiFE)”, Centre de télédétection,
CNRS-L

M. Ziad El Bitar (PICS) “Optimisation de plan de
traitement en radiothérapie et proton thérapie a
l'aide d'efficacités biologiques relatives mesurées”
Institut pluridisciplinaire Hubert Curien, CNRS-F/
Université de Strasbourg

Un cocktail de bienvenue a réuni les participants a
I'issu de la signature

Visite de la delegation du CNRS Libanais au CERN

Une visite au CERN a été programmé pour la délégation
du CNRS Libanais (Moin Hamzé et Alexandre Sursock),
accueillis par L. Ponce du Département Faisceaux a

la caverne de 'expérience ALICE avec J.-P. Revol, R.
Guernane et K. Safarik, au Hall d’assemblage des
aimants supraconducteurs du « Large Hydron Collider »
(LHC). Etait présent aussi, L. Tavian du Département de
Technologie.

La signature du livre d'or sest faite en présence du directeur
général du CERN, R. Heuer, du Conseiller MENA, pour les
relations internationales, P. Fassnacht, qui a accompagné la
délégation libanaise tout au long de sa visite.
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CNRS - CLEA and the Central Bank of Lebanon:

New Cooperation Program

Governor of the Central Bank and CNRS-L representatives with the President of the Council of Ministers T. Salam and S.Baogi

Through the application of nuclear techniques, we can
perceive and learn more about the world we live in.
From the analysis of complex polymers in household
paints to the investigation of millennia-old arte

facts, nuclear science has the potential to reveal new
details about consumer goods, geological formations
and ancient statues, to name just a few. Recent years
have witnessed a growth in the demand for this
analytical potential, particularly in the field of organic,
biological and biomedical materials.

Lebanon is one of many countries that have built
their capacities in nuclear analytical techniques

with the support of the IAEA’s technical cooperation
(TC) programme. Underlining the value of these
techniques, the Lebanese Atomic Energy Commission
(LAEC) recently signed a Memorandum of
Understanding with the Central Bank of Lebanon
(BDL) to develop quality-control testing for banknotes
and coins. The IAEA will act as an advisor and will
support capacity-building efforts in order to help
prevent counterfeit or forged currency from circulating
in the country.

Dr. Souheil Bawji (Secretary General of the Council
of Ministers), Mr. Mouin Hamze (Secretary General,
CNRS), Dr. Bilal Nsouli (General Director, LAEC), Dr.
Alice Bejjani (Researcher, LAEC), Dr. Riad Salame
(Governor of the BDL), Dr. Raed Sharafeddine (1st
Deputy Governor, BDL) and Dr. Mazen Hamdan
(Executive Director, Cash Operation Department,
BDL) participated in the signature ceremony.

The Memorandum of Understanding, which
focuses on the development of analytical protocols
using nuclear and complementary techniques to
perform quality-control testing on banknotes and

coins, was signed by the LAEC and the BDL on
November 12, 2014, under the patronage of His
Excellency, the President of the Council of Ministers,
Mr. Tammam Salam. The Memorandum will ensure
cooperation between the LAEC, BDL and IAEA in the
implementation of specific analysis on counterfeited
banknotes to characterize the counterfeiting
techniques used, and will provide the basis for
conducting performance and durability studies on
banknotes to improve their lifespan.

By implementing complementary national projects
in Lebanon, the IAEA has helped to lay down the
foundation for the success of this cooperation
between the Bank and the LAEC. In 2009, for
instance, a technical cooperation TC project[1]was
initiated to build capacities in the use of broad-
spectrum chemical and structural analyses using
nuclear techniques, particularly in the fields of
biomedicine, biomaterials, and polymers. Through
a series of expert missions, workshops and several
IAEA Fellowships, the project helped to introduce
new, highly-precise nuclear applications in the field
of forensic sciences, which in turn have produced
measurable economic impacts.

A similar project(2] to develop expertise in the ‘Time
of Flight-Secondary Ion Mass Spectrometry’ method
(TOF-SIMS), which facilitates the characterization of
printed banknotes, paint layers, pharmaceuticals and
polymers, has been running since 2012. Not only were
training courses conducted to ensure the appropriate
capacities existed among the staff of the LAEC
laboratories, the IAEA also supported the purchase
of analytical equipment, including an atomic force
microscope, secondary electron microscopes, and
spin-coating apparatuses.



a software program that helps integrate data in map format
to display and enable richer analysis. GIS is often helpful
in determining risk and the relationship between natural

resources and on its proximity to human or plant life.

Dr. Hamzeh, CNRS Secretary general, said that the high
resolution images are good for picking up detail on urban
spread in cities and infrared images are good at detecting
the vegetation health and plant stress. The thermal sensing
provided by the infrared images give indication of human
activity.

A major aim of the book was to show the applications
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of the images, as a source of information for a myriad

of development projects. For example, those working in as water loss and unchecked urban development. “We are
agriculture can better detect water management in soil. excellent at coming up with excuses,” said Nadim Farajalla,
“You can indicate to the farmer the areas where there should research director of the Climate Change and Environment

be more irrigation,” Faour said. in the Arab World Program at the American University of
Other information gleaned from the images includes the Beirut’s Issam Fares Institute.

impact of groundwater pollution, and the diminished In terms of policymaking related to urban expansion and
availability of fresh water resources. the protection of natural resources, he said that satellite
Faour described 1992 images of Lake Qaraoun in the Bekaa images of CNRS’ remote sensing center are valuable in their
valley, which showed the water cover as 11 kilometers square, reaffirmation of knowledge and the complementary effect

in 2014, it had dropped to 5 square kilometers. Further, the they have with existing numbers.

atlas images revealed that the number of fresh water springs “What this is doing is giving unbelievers visual proof,” he

had been slashed in half in the past 40 years. said. He added that some ministries aren’t aware of the data
Faour said the images were of particular interest to the resources they already have, and that those in power aren’t all
geographic affairs wing of the Lebanese Army, who used the of the notion of providing the public with free and accessible
images to develop a topographic map for military affairs. information. He suggested the creation of a national research
Sami Feghali, head of land use planning at Lebanon’s Council unit that would compile data, such as satellite photos, and
for Development and Reconstruction, said that the satellite make information available to the public and private sector.
images from CNRS have helped in planning projects related “Ideally, we would have access to satellite imagery, to make

to infrastructure, filling in the existing data gaps. “We don’t policy on a national level,” he said.

have accurate data for demographics or buildings,” Feghali Lebanon Space Atlas is available to the public at the CNRS
said. center in Bir Hasan, 59, Zahia Salmane Street, Jnah. For more
Although the images have helped in project and planning, information, call 01-850-125.

having more information doesn’t necessarily spur action. The Daily Star

Lebanon has been slow to move on pressing threats, such Jan. 31, 2015
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Lebanon from space:

Bird’s-eye view of change to resources

BEIRUT: From
the ground, it’s
hard to envision
how tiny, day-
to-day changes
add up to big
impact. Viewing
Earth from space
can help broaden
perspectives,
completing the
stories that
quantitative data
cannot. Further, images of Earth’s surface can be worth a
thousand possibilities for progress. The recently released
book, Space Atlas of Lebanon, a project of Lebanon’s National
Council for Scientific Research, aims to show the public a big
picture view of Lebanon, from above. Scientists and policy
planners say that the images are particularly valuable for
long-term planning, and to visualize changes to Lebanon’s
natural resources over time.

Paired with existing data, the satellite images yield a wealth
of information, boosting visibility and strengthening
evidence of changes to urban development, water resources
and vegetation through time.

“If you want to do a plan for five years, you need a current

land use map. The only source for that is through satellite
images,” said Dr. Ghaleb Faour, director of the CNRS Remote
Sensing Center. “For any project in development, you need
updated data to implement your plan.” He collaborated with
Dr. Moueen Hamzeh, Secretary general of CNRS, to assemble
the satellite images for the 138-page book. The archive of
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images dating back 40 years offers a sweeping, historic view
of Lebanon’s topography.

Using remote sensing mechanisms, the images have

helped to accurately locate and quantify water loss and
deforestation levels; enabling efficient response on the part
of developmental project planners.

The book also contains photographs that track changes to
the airport and the port of Beirut as far back as the 1940s.
Satellite imagery began to be collected by CNRS in 1972,
from a NASA-launched satellite. The satellite’s multispectral
scanner captures images of the atmosphere, sea and land.
CNRS receives updated images each month. Originally the
cost of obtaining the images was expensive, but that cost has
decreased through time, thanks to Internet access.

At the same time, image resolution has improved.

“Ten years ago, we paid to get the images, now they are free,”

Faour said. Only the processing fees remain.

The archive of data generated spanning over 40 years,

has made it easier to detect changes in urban growth,
deforestation and water availability. Also, it has helped
estimate crop yields, when paired with climatic data.

The images also show how urban sprawl has proliferated in
Lebanon throughout the late 20th century, and continues to
spread.

“The most striking thing to see is land use change, especially

in the greater Beirut area,” Faour said.

Population growth and urban sprawl in the Lebanese capital,
accelerated during the latter half of the 20th century.

Today, around one third of the population resides in the
metropolitan area.

CNRS has used the images to detect changes to human
migration when used with Geographical Information System,
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Lebanese Contribution to The Feeding Knowledge Program

The Feeding Knowledge program is launched by
Expo Milano 2015 whose claim is “Feeding the
Planet, Energy for Life”

Lebanon submitted 11 best practices for sustainable
development (BSDP) applications, as part of a
global competition which attracted 780 BSDP s
from all continents, organized under five priority
areas, and the evaluation results of BSDPs from
Lebanon are as follows with the ranking of each
between brackets:

Priority 1: Sustainable management of natural
resources

1. Introducing no-till conservation agriculture to
Lebanon, prepared by Dr. Isam Bashour, Faculty of
Agricultural and Food sciences, AUB (ranked higher than
95 % of applications in this priority area).

2. CANA: a Mediterranean system to serve Communities
and territory needs, prepared by the CNRS-L CANA
team (ranked higher than 85% of applications in this
priority area).

3. Improving National Assessment and Monitoring
Capacities for Integrated Environmental and Coastal
ecosystem Management, prepared by Dr. Elise Asaad
Njeim, CNRS (ranked higher than 65% of applications in
this priority area).

Priority 2: Quantitative and qualitative
enhancement of agricultural products

1. Almond witches’ broom phytoplasma management
in Lebanon, prepared by Ms. Roula El-Achy, Ministry of
Agriculture (ranked higher than 49% of applications in
this priority area).

2. Early Warning System for Lebanon in support of

best agricultural practices, prepared by Dr. Thab Jomaa,
Lebanese Agricultural Research Institute (ranked higher
than 46% of applications in this priority area).

W Turkey

M Italy

M Egypt

¥ Lebanon

W Algerian
Morocco

M Tunisia

3. Establishment of certification program in Lebanon
aimed to produce and delivery of certified plant
propagating material, prepared by Dr. Elia Choueiri,
Lebanese Agricultural Research Institute (ranked higher
than 30% of applications in this priority area).

4. Technical and legislative harmonization for
monitoring food security tools in the potato supply
chain in Lebanon, prepared by Dr. Elia Choueiri,
Lebanese Agricultural Research Institute (ranked higher
than 30% of applications in this priority area).

Priority 3: Socio-economic dynamics and global
markets

1. National Energy Efficiency and Renewable Energy
Action, prepared by Mr. Pierre Khoury, Lebanese Center
for Energy conservation (ranked higher than 48% of
applications in this priority area).

Priority 4: Sustainable development of small rural
communities

1. Socio-economic development of the rural population
of Southern Lebanon, prepared by Dr. Wafa El-Diqa,
National Observatory for Women in Agriculture and
Rural Areas (ranked higher than 40 % of applications in
this priority area).

Priority 5: Food consumption patterns: diet,
environment, society, economy and health

1. Promoting Healthy eating habits among rural school-
children to improve to prevent obesity and improve food
security, prepared by Dr. Carla Habib Mrad, Faculty of
Agricultural and Food sciences, AUB (ranked higher than
21 % of applications in this priority area).

2. Activation of mechanisms to sustain rural territories
and communities in Lebanon, prepared by Ms. Majeda
Mcheik, Ministry of Agriculture (ranked higher than 87
% of applications in this priority area).

M Bosnia and Herzegovina

Italy & Lebanon
have the highest
number of BSDPs
on Gender

M One or more countries



Appel d’offre 19 —
programme CEDRE 2015

Modalités pratiques de soumission
d’un projet
« Lancement de I'appel a candidatures :
9 mars 2015
« Date limite de Co-dép6t des dossiers
de candidature : 5 juin 2015
« Diffusion des résultats : décembre
2015
« Début des projets : janvier 2016
Coopération pour I'Evaluation et
le Développement de la Recherche
(CEDRE)
CEDRE est un programme de recherche
franco-libanais issu d'un accord de
coopération mis en place en 1996 a
I'initiative des gouvernements francais
et libanais.
Le 19°™ appel a projet est désormais
ouvert. Le descriptif de I'appel d'offre et
les modalités de soumission des projets
se trouvent sur le site Internet de
Campus France a l'adresse suivante:
http://www.campusfrance.org/fr/cedre
Le programme CEDRE s’inscrit dans
le cadre des « Partenariats Hubert
Curien (PHC) » qui sont mis en ceuvre
et financés par le ministére des affaires
étrangeres, avec le soutien du ministére
de l'enseignement supérieur et de la
recherche.
L'objectif du programme CEDRE est de
développer les échanges scientifiques
et technologiques d'excellence entre
les laboratoires de recherche frangais
et libanais. Il vise a donner une
culture scientifique commune a ces
deux communautés partenaires. Il a
aussi pour finalité de créer des liens
durables entre équipes ou laboratoires
de recherche. Les soutiens alloués
sont destinés a financer en priorité la
mobilité des chercheurs engagés dans
ces partenariats, en particulier celle des
jeunes chercheurs.
Les projets sont financés sur deux
années.
Pour l'enregistrement et la soumission
des projets
http://www.campusfrance.org/fr/cedre
Pour la partie libanaise:
Dr. Ahmad Jammal
Directeur Général du Ministeére de
I'Education et de 'Enseignement
Supérieur Beyrouth
Tel : + 9611772500 ou + 9611 772677
ajammal@higher-edu.gov.lb
cedre@mehe.gov.1b
Dr. Marléne Cordahi Khouri
Professeur a I'Université Libanaise-
Faculté de Génie 2
mkhoury@ul.edu.lb
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CNRS Fifth Annual Research Excellence Award, 2015

To recognize scientists who excelled in conducting
research in different scientific disciplines in Lebanon, and
as part of its policy to reinforce scientific research and
innovation and to direct that research to respond to the
needs of the country, the National Council for Scientific
Research (CNRS) established an annual award for
research excellence for each of the following disciplines:
engineering and basic sciences, medical, biological and
public health sciences, agricultural and environmental
sciences, and human and social sciences. Every year, a
specialized theme within each of these four disciplines
will be selected.

In 2015, the award will be given to the following themes:
e Mathematics.

« Biophysical and biomedical science and engineering.

« Cancer: Pathology, diagnosis and treatment.

» Nutritional and metabolic diseases, including those of
genetic origin.

« Food security and safety.

« Sustainable management of water resources.

« Sociological research on regions in Lebanon under societal,
demographic and security pressures & stresses.

« Sociological, psychological and knowledge research on
woman and youth.

« Research on archeology and heritage in Lebanon.
Eligibility: Scientists who conducted research in any of
the research or academic institutions in Lebanon with
continued residence for five years immediately prior to their

nomination. Priority will be given to scientists who received
research grants from CNRS. Scientists who received any of the
CNRS awards during the past five years are not eligible.
Nomination: Scientists can be nominated by their
institution, their colleagues or self-nominated.

The award: Award winners will receive a certificate of
research excellence in addition to a check for six million
Lebanese pounds.

Nomination file: The nomination file includes: (1)
nomination letter from the candidate or his institution

or from a colleague, (2) completed application form which

is available on the CNRS website (www.cnrs.edu.1b)

and it includes all the details on how to complete it, (3)
publication list of the candidate covering the period 2004-
2014 (references should be cited according to international
bibliographical rules and should be arranged in separate
sections for articles, books, proceedings, abstracts for oral
presentations, abstracts for posters, review articles and
technical reports.

Evaluation: Candidates files will be reviewed by specialized
scientific committees that will consider internationally
accepted indicators for research excellence, in terms of
quality and importance in serving societal needs.
Application date: Applications can be sent to the following
address awards@cnrs.edu.lb from February 2- May 14, 2015
Award winners announcement: The name of the winners
of the 2015 CNRS Award of Research Excellence will be
announced during a special ceremony organized by the CNRS.
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APPLICATIONS FOR THE 2015 “L’OREAL-UNESCO FOR WOMEN IN
SCIENCE” LEVANT & EGYPT REGIONAL FELLOWSHIPS ARE OPEN

Beirut, 5 March 2015 — Applications for the 2015
L'OREAL -UNESCO FOR WOMEN IN SCIENCE LEVANT
& EGYPT REGIONAL FELLOWSHIPS, launched in
partnership with the National Council for Scientific
Research Lebanon, are open.

The very first program of its kind, L'Oréal-UNESCO for
Women in Science was founded in 1998 in the firm belief
that the world needs science and science needs women.
For the past 17 years the L'Oréal-UNESCO For Women

in Science program has recognized and honored
exceptional women scientists and provided fellowships
to promising young women researchers at crucial
junctures in their careers when stereotypes and pre-
conceived notions could be most detrimental. Over 2,250
women recognized in 115 countries.

The 2015 LOREAL-UNESCO FOR WOMEN IN SCIENCE
LEVANT & EGYPT REGIONAL FELLOWSHIPS reflect
the consolidated efforts invested by UNESCO and
L'Oreal, in close cooperation with the National Council
for Scientific Research Lebanon (CNRS), to empower
Arab women scientists, in serious recognition to their
achievements and contributions to the progress of
science and scientific research, and in acknowledging

the role they play for the development of their
countries.

Five fellowships of € 10,000 each will be given out in
2015 to 5 post-doctoral women scientists coming from:
Egypt, Iraq, Jordan, Lebanon, State of Palestine, and
Syria.

Applications for the 2015 fellowships should be
submitted on www.fwis.fr between the 2nd of March
and the 7th of June 2015.

All applications will be evaluated by a Pan Arab panel of
eminent scientists, chaired by Professor Mouin Hamzé,
Secretary General of the National Council for Scientific
Research, CNRS-L.

For further information, please contact:
L'Oréal Levant

Samira Frangieh

Tel: +961 1 511 420 (ext 701)

Email: samira.franjieh@loreal.com

CNRS Lebanon

Hala Harfouche

Tel : + 9611 840 260 (ext 314)

Email : Hala.Harfouche@cnrs.edu.lb
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SCIENTISTS AND THE MEDIA

Twittter and social media may be the future of
scientific communication but most scientists aren’t
there yet

% of AAAS scientists who do or or use the following to
stay up-to-date in their spcialty area

Follow experts in their specialty on social media m
Follow blogs by experts in their specialty area
belong to a listserv m
Get email alerts from general science journals m
Get email alerts from journals in their specialty area m
Attend professional meetings, workshops or lectures
Read journal articles outside of their primary field m

Both traditional and digital tools help scientists stay
up-to-date

84% read journal articles outside of their primary field
79% attend professional meetings, workshops or lectures
58% get email alerts from journals in their specialty area
56% get email alerts from general science journals

32% belong to a listserv

19% follow blogs by experts in their specialty area

12% follow experts in their specialty on social media
AAAS scientists survey Sept. 11 — Oct. 13, 2014

PEW Research Center

HOW SCIENTISTS CONNECT
WITH THE PUBLIC

Half of the researchers surveyed talk to reporters and
nearly three quarters use blogs and other social media

Ever blog about science and research
Ever use social media to discuss or follow science

Ever talk with reporters about research findings 1

i ~

Ever talk with citizens about svience, research

The results of a survey dealing with American scientists
and the media showed that 87% of scientists said that
they should “take an active role in public policy debates
about science and technology”, and just over half said
that they had talked about their research with reporters.
However, 52% said that oversimplification of science in
news reports was a major problem, and 79% had serious
doubts about the media’s ability to make the distinction
between good and shaky science.

Slightly less than half of the researchers reported ever
using social media to discuss or follow science, and

just 12% said that they currently use it to follow experts
in their field. Only 22% said that tweeting or using
Facebook was important for career advancement.
nature

CNRS is developing national capacities on flood risk assessment

A consultation and training

1%

Elawali Bazin: Calculated Hourly FLow ve Observed Hourly Flow & Rainfall

workshop was organized in Rabat
from 22-27 February 2015. Experts "
from NASA consisting of Dr John x
(EBo) David --SSAI/NASA-GSFC
senior programmer, [IUCN CEM/
CEESP member and Dr Frederick
Policelli, the Principal Investigator R

on several NASA Research, Analysis ’

and Applied Sciences on flood

forecasting and mapping. A

delegation from CNRS- Center for Py
Remote Sensing, representing the
WB/GEF funded CAPWATER project
and consisting of Dr Chadi Abdallah
and Eng Samar Hijazi participated
in the workshop to discuss the
status of the implementation by the
project team of the NASA developed
flood forecasting CREST model on
Lebanese watersheds.

The CNRS team presented the results

s T B

rf“ l IW ”‘ ] I |

100420063 00

of the modeling pertaining to two
Lebanese watersheds: Jaouz and Awali.
After the workshop, the NASA experts
addressed a letter of appreciation

in which they stated:” I was quite
impressed with the skills that both

of you demonstrated with getting the
CREST model up and running. In all

AINTRIE0 LLAEXTOND LA

—_— P

of the people I had the opportunity to
train up to this point, you two were by
far the best prepared coming into the
training. As a note, the two of you are
the only ones, both abroad and inside
of NASA, who were able to get that
far on their own. Please accept my
compliments and regards.
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Un nouveau diplome en
sécurité alimentaire a ’AUB

L'Université américaine de Beyrouth a annoncé il y

a quelques jours le lancement, 1'été prochain, du «
premier programme d'études de niveau universitaire sur
la sécurité alimentaire dans la région Moyen-Orient et
Afrique du Nord (Mena).

Ce diplome, d'une durée de sept semaines, offert par la
faculté des sciences agricoles et alimentaires (FAFS), a
pour objectif de former des experts dans le domaine

de la sécurité alimentaire. 11 est ouvert aux étudiants
titulaires d'une licence dans un domaine lié a la sécurité
alimentaire tel que l'agriculture, la nutrition, la gestion
des ressources naturelles, 1'économie, et qui maitrisent
I'anglais. « Avec le lancement de ce diplome, nous
maintenons notre engagement a offrir des programmes
éducatifs qui traitent de questions d'intérét mondial

et régional, et a contribuer a l'avenir de la région »,
indique la doyenne de la FAFS, Nahla Hwalla.

Les cours seront dispensés sur le campus de 'AUB

a Beyrouth, a partir du 1er juin 2015, par un corps
professoral spécialisé dans les systémes agricoles, la santé
nutritionnelle, 1'économie du développement, la politique
et la programmation. La date limite de soumission des
candidatures est fixée au premier avril 2015.

« L'AUB et la faculté des sciences agricoles et
alimentaires (FAFS) sont des leaders en matiére
d'éducation dans la région Mena depuis plus d'un
siécle, et pionniers en ce qui concerne leurs cours et
leurs diplémes liés a I'agriculture, I'alimentation et
I'environnement », affirme la doyenne de la FAFS.
L'Orient Le Jour / 6 février 2015
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Seminar on “Maritime Archeology
in Lebanon: State of the Art &
Future Prospects”

LA

M. Hamzé, Minister R. Aragi, A. Cathie

Beirut, March 20, 2015; a seminar on “Maritime Archeology in
Lebanon: State of the Art & Future Prospects” was organized
and convened by the National Council for Scientific Research
- Lebanon (CNRS-L) in collaboration with the Honor Frost
Foundation (HFF) and under the Patronage of H.E. Raymond
Araygi, Minister of Culture.

The meeting examined possible avenues for multi-stakeholder
collaboration to assess and develop a research project for
exploration and mapping of the unique underwater cultural
heritage of Lebanon - the history of its peoples and cultures -
with a view to protecting it, under the auspices of the Ministry
of Culture and the Directorate General of Antiquities.

Wishing to build on the achievements of Honor Frost in

the region, and to complement and build on the work and
experience of the CANA/CNRS bathymetric survey and the work
of other experts in the field, the Seminar included an opening
session with welcoming addresses highlighting the importance
of maritime research and underwater archeology (M. Hamzé,
G. Nahhas, A. Cathie, H.E. R. Araygi). The Seminar continued,
animated by R. Atweh, with main interventions from esteemed
colleagues in the fields of Archeology (S. Khoury, C. Doumet-
Serhal), Maritime Archeology (C. Breen, L. Semaan) Geo-
Archeology (K. Westley), and Legal Experts on International
Conventions & Laws for the Protection of Underwater Cultural
Heritage (J. Kreideh, A. Ray da Silva, E. Jarmache). In addition,
the CNRS-L (G. Khalaf & A. Sursock) presented the prospects
of research and mapping activities for maritime archeology
through the CANA-CNRS Research Vessel and its MBES
surveying techniques and capabilities.

Farewell Dinner
Palma D'Ambrosio

At the end of Ms. Palma D’Ambrosio’s assignment as the
First Secretary of the Italian Embassy in Beirut; the CNRS-L
CANA Team hosted a dinner in the presence of esteemed
colleagues from the Italian Cooperation Office (UTL) and
took the occasion to recognize and honor the valuable
collaboration and personal friendship of Ms. D’Ambrosio
to the CNRS-L and the CANA Project; presenting her with
the CNRS-L honorary medal and extending our best wishes
for her forthcoming assignment.
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